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When was the last time you had a financial

Zion Outreach checkup?

January 2012

Your finances need regular checkups just as your body does.
Zion Lutheran Church
The Reverend James R. Reemts Most financial professionals recommend you get a financial
Home Phone: 860342-4180 checkup at least once a year. The experienced and knowl-
edgeable financial representatives at Thrivent Financial for

Zion Lutheran Church Lutherans can help.

P.O. Box 202
183 William Street
Portland, CT 06480

Thrivent Financial offers simple ways to deal with changes in

your life that naturally lead to changes in your financial needs.

For example, if you have a new grandchild, money you in-

vested in a CD two years ago may now make more sense in a

Telephone 8603422860 college savings plan. Or a rece
finally time to start saving for retirement.

E-mail: zion.lutheran@snet.net

Web site: www.zionlutheranportland.org For a financial checkup or to discuss how Thrivent Financial

can help you achieve your financial goals, contact John, Matt

or Steve, Financial Associates, at (860) 646-1007 or easterne-

Worship i Sundayf 9:00 a.m. connecticutassociates@thrivent.com today, or visit
Sunday School/Coffee Hour 10:15 a.m. Thrivent.com.
Insurance products issued or offered by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Appleton, WI. Not
H . all products are available in all states. Securities and investment advisory services are offered
COU.I’]CI| Members.. through Thrivent Investment Management Inc., 625 Fourth Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55415,
Geri Pearson President a FINRA and SIPC member and a wholly owned subsidiary of
Joe RosenthalVice President Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.
Barbara He|ming Secretary For additional important disclosure information, please visit Thrivent.com/disclosures.
Richard Borg, Jr- Treasurer
Donna Berndtson Financial Secretary Stephen J. Strand, ChFC
Other members: Ivar Jozus, Lisa Peterson, Robert Beebe, Fran Financial Consultant
Connelly, Elise Ob6Brien, Beth Northeast Region
ards, Jean Olson Thrivent Financial for Lutherans ®
Mission Statement 113 Kimberly Dr.
As members of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, We Manchester, CT 06046855

Office: 860 6461007
Cell: 860 3055685
Email: stephen.strand@thrivent.com

exist to honor and proclaim the life of Jesus Christ
through our words, actions and deeds.

24598AC R4-07 200702442 ®Z2007 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans



Thrivent Choice
Are you a Thrivent member? Have you designated your Choice Dol-
lars yet? Would you like to feed hungry kids in New England?

If you answered: YES, NO, and YES, please do the following:

Step 1: Call 1800-847-4836 and when prompted, say, "Thrivent Choice.
Step 2: When prompted, say, "Choice Dollars."”

Step 3: Say or enter your Social Security number.

Step 4: Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars.

Step 5: A representative will then work with you. Please direct your
Choice Dollars to your congregation. Once you have designated your
Choice Dollars to your congregationneail Matthew Martin, the Re-
gional Manager of New England for Kids Care
(matthew@outreachprogram.grand provide him with your name, the
amount of your designation, and the name of your church. For every 2
cents you designate, Kids Care will package a meal in your conference
you have any questions or would like to book a Kids Care Sunday and
meal packaging event, please call Matthew at (857)325®.

Labels for Education
NOTE that NEWLABELS have been added andOW WE
=t > NEED THEUPC CODE and/or theLIDS of juices.NOT

- THE FRONT PANELS See information below.

www.matketday.som

Save Lids for these products

@ )2 St
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FROM THE
PASTOR

)

To: All Zion Members

From: Pastor Jim
Re: An Invitation

| have decided to put my letter this month in the form of a
special invitation.

For the past few years there has been an attempt in the ELCA
to encourage people to get back into the habit of reading their
Bibles more regularly and to try to dig a bit more deeply into
the incredibly rich content of this marvelous book. (It is
called the Book of Faith Initiative.) | have made some at-
tempts to try and stir up more interest in Bible Study here at
Zion, meeting with mixed success. So now let me renew such
attempts with the following invite:

What: ABible Studyi Based on Paul 6s
Corinthians

Where:In the Library (or if a bigger room is needed
we may move to the fellowship Hall or the sanctu-

ary.)

When: Beginning SundayFebruary 5, at 10:30 a.m.
and running for the next eight weeks.

How: Add your name to the sigmp sheet in the nar-
thex. Then simply show up (with your Bible in hand)
on that date.

I know that many of you like to use the time immediately af-
ter the service for fellowship with your fellow members. |
think that if you give it a chance, you can discover a good op-


mailto:matthew@outreachprogram.org

portunity to relate to others and to stretch your mind and heart (and
perhaps soul) at the same time. Please consider joining us for this
venture.

In His service and yours,

Pastor Jim

Annual Meeting Notice:

ﬁ \% The annual Meeting will take place &unday,
Q January 29, 2012mmediately following the
. SeTMVICE
ANNUAL
MEETING The Snow date is February 5, 2012

Please submit your reports Bgnuary 22nd.

ORGAN FUNDRAISER
iidifly The ACat 6s Meowo wooden r e
l[ﬁ [” and available for $18 apiece. They are tkdeeensional
full-color designs that fit a windowsill or shelf. Ideal as
glfts or to keep as a special memento, they will help raise funds to
continue needed repairs to the organ. For information, see the orde
sheet in the entry or contact Fran Connelly (B842).

%*fw The Childrendés Choir wildl
’f(/‘ifg =15 Sunday, January 8. Please come to the Chapel each
Jf LY. '(f'ﬂl\W/

‘- l I \ Sunday for a 20ninute rehearsal at 11:15 AM after
=<2=s=  Sunday School. All ages from preschool through
high school are welcome to participate.

Questions and Answers
(Answers to questions on page 14)

Yes (Mark 16:9; John 20:1, 118)
Yes (John 2:411)
Nod it was Paul (Acts 28:3)
Yes (Matthew 6:13)
Yes (Luke 1:13, 5%0)
Nod the number is unstated (Matthew -2:2)
Yes (Matthew 5:28)
No (Matthew 7:18)
Nodhe told him, AGo home to t
great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had com-
passion on thee. o (Mark 5:19)
10.Yes (Matthew 6:913; Luke 11:24)
11.Nod he said to love God is the greatest. (Matthew 2336
Mark 12:2831)
12.Nod he gave back the silver (Matthew 27:3)
13.Yesd blood and water (John 19:34)
14.Yes (Acts 16:2733)
15.Nod they went into the synagogues (Acts 13:2, 5)

NGO~ WNE

“Would all of you children who got laser pointers
for Christmas please put them away. 21




Col | eCANTABS 0
FOR
AHouse That Love Bu
Pl ease continue supporting AFAN
Ronal d McDonal d Hoeawayefom AHao nHeoome
These fitabso help FAMILIES of s

all over the world.

Al l CcRULLTABS 0 ar e
& Dog food, Fruit, etc.

The cost per family to stay nearby a sick child is $74.00
per day & equal to 29 Ibs. of PULL TABS.

The Grace Guild of Zion would LOVE to Fill the Large Jar
(Located near the front door) again soon. With a twist
or two they come off easy.

We have collected PBPWIETABS®HO0 alnlds wi
deliver them soon to Ronald McDonald Volunteer House
in New Haven.

accepted: Beer

Thank you to all Zion members who have helped us
reach this goal.

PLEASE CONTINUE TO COLLECT

We need a Lectors for the month of &
+i

February. Please sign up on the bullés

tin board by the entrance of the
church.

Order Today Zi onbds scrisiagregpwagtgr ar
help Zionwithout any extra money out
of your pocket.Just order gift cards for shopping that is already in
your weekly budgetYou pay face value for the card and the retailer
donates a percentage to ZIGBCRIP order forms are available in
the Narthex.Weekly order deadline is on Sunday afternoon for de-
o livery at church the following Sundaysee Rick Borg for details.

Financial Matters

Our collection of pledged income for 2011 fell about $450
short of our beginning of the year projections. As a resulf
needed to borrow additional funds from the Building Fund
fulfill all of our 2011 obligations (which we have done).

Therefore i f you havenoét f
to do so in January. (Statements will be mailed soon.) T
can assure that we have a strong start financially in 2012.

Heating System Upgradd The gas line is complete to the
furnace room and the gas meter has been installed by CN
We had hoped to have the new burner installed in 2011 b
this final step will be completed in January. The project W

be completed under the budget that was authorized by the

Congregation and we expect that our savings in heating f{
will pay for the project in less than two years.

Simply Giving i While considering your financial commit-

we

ul f
his

G.
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el

ment to Zion for 2012 please consider signing up for our glec-

tronic giving program. We rely almost exclusively on the f

nancial support of the congregation to fund our budget. E
tronic giving is a simple and convenient way to fulfill your

pledge on a recurring basis (and provide Zion with a regul
source of income). Please contact Rick Borg if you would
like to sign up for the Simply Giving program or if you hav
any questions.

lec-

[ar
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*The November income reflects a bequest of $82,034.91 from the esta
N \ > of Earl Ostergren. $7,500 of that bequest was transferred to the Opera
N L sabd . RN ' 4 Account per a motion from the November Council meeting. Up to

- ' ' 3"y $15,000 has been reserved for the gas conversion project per the vote
1 . the October 23rd congregational meeting. The remaining $59,500 was
= : % k deposited in the Building Fund Mutual Account.

The offering from the Thanksgiving Eve Ecumenical Service yielded
$150 to the Portland Food Bank and $150 to St. Vincent DePaul Place

Fran Connelly reports there was low utilization of the church being ope
for meditation one evening a week during Advent.

Fran Connelly states there has been a good response to the selling the
Cat6s Meow replicas of Zion to |

The Christmas Pageant was a success. Chris Darby thanked the Kese
Rick Borg, the Mizeners, the Schneiders, Paula Brown, the Kirsches ar
Geri Pearson for their efforts. Appreciation was also expressed for Joy«
Reemts for playing the piano. The donations collected at the pageant
were split between the Sunday School and The World Hunger Organiz
tion.

Chris Darby will serve as Ziono:
meets at the fire house.

N

TheGrace Guild will be collectingChristmas
card FRONTS, especially Religious ones to be usetbr
Birth Certificates for babies born in the villages of Haiti.

v/

YAYAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVA

We had a very successful collection of baby items last Janu-
ary and February for a this organization and will help again this yéar
with the cards/birth certificates.

AVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAV

AAAAANDA,

¢ Please take off the back of the card (the part with the verse, noteiand/
gor signature) andring in the FRONTS to the collection spot at the:
< entrance to the church.

>
%We will collect these through February.

V
EAAAAAAAAAAAAA

>
RVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAY
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Highlights from the December Council Meeting

Pastor Jim received a letter from the New England Chamber Choir exp
ing sincere appreciation for the food provided for the reception after thepug
holiday concert.

The merger of the two Middletown churches (St. Paul and Christ Chur
is not progressing smoothly as several issues have recently arisen.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church in East Hampton is having serious financi:
issues and may approach other area churches about creating a partne

Pastor Jim expressed appreciat.i
preschool students. He spent a great deal of time with the students and®
an incredible job.

A member has indicated a willingness to consider covering the cost of & . -
new sign to be placed in front of the church. Pastor Jim circulated sign '
plans from years ago for Council review. :

meter. The gas line has been run over the roof and into the furnace rog
McCarty Heating needs to connect the line to the meter. The planis to
stall the gas burner during the
The cost of the conversion is estimated to be $12,700.

The Christmas tree in the sanctuary was donated by Lucille Anderson ¢
Carol Castelli. Council members remarked on how nice it looks. ; Pageant 2011

The Scrip program had a net profit of $1,000 for the month of Decembe
28 gift cards were purchased through Script for children at Riverview H
pital.

The Pastorés Discretionary Fund

Operating Account balance as of01-11 -178.94
Income for November $100,077.94*
Disbursements for November $85,428.04

Operating Account Balance as-3@0-11 $14,470.96



ARV AAAAAAAAAAAAAIAAVAAAAAAAAAVAANAAANAANN

¢
Did you know that your support of Zion in 2011 enabled us fo
support the Portland Food Ban
kitchen, the Riverview Hospital for Children, the tornado vice
tims in the Springfield, Massachusetts area through Luthergn
Social Services of New England and the ELCA World Hunggr
Fund? (ELCA World Hunger responds to hunger and pov-¢
erty in the United States and around the world by addressirﬁg
root causes.) Thank you for your generosity that allows us go
support these organizations that makedidwing differences. ﬁ

s
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Prayer List A

Bill Schwarm

Amy Linnea Gilmour

-
u

[l

H For Health:

H Helen Gustafson
> David Werner

| For Safety:

+ Dorothy Ahlberg Erik Swanson
I Brian Calhoun
I John Sturgeon
|

[l

i

[

Evan Gustafson

* Jeannine Gilbert
Helen Johnson
Grace Broberg
Laurie Sabourin

TheWord in Season Daily Devotions for Janu-
ary, February, and March 2012are in and are
available in the lounge.

10

Questions and Answers

Do you know your Bible?

These questions are all taken from the New Testament. Answer Yes,
or No to the following question§Answers on page 21)

1. Did the resurrected Jesus appear first to Mary Magdalene?
2. Did Mary ever witness a miracle performed by her son, Jesus?

3.Jesus was bitten by a viper bl
fire, and felt no harm. o0 Ri ght

4. Does the word AAmenod appear at
Prayer as it is read in the book of Matthew?

5. When John the Baptist was born, did his mother say his name was
to be John because it had been ordained by an angel?

6. Did three wise men from the east come to visit Jesus, according
to Matthew?

7. Did Jesus say that for a man just to look at a woman with lustful
intent is to commit adultery in his heart?

8. Can a bad tree give good fruit, according to Jesus?

9. After Jesus exorcised the demons from the man on the other side
of the sea, in the country of the Gadarenes, did he tell the man to
keep quiet about the healing?

10l s The Lordds Prayer given t wi

11.When Jesus was asked which is the greatest commandment of all
he answered, AThou Shalt | ove

12. According to Matthew, did Judas Iscariot refuse to return the
bribe he had received for betr
hi mself so ordained?0o

13. After the crucifixion, one of the Roman soldiers pierced Jesus in
the side with a spear. Did Blood flow?

14.Was the jailer who put Paul and Silas in the stocks eventually
baptized?

15.When Barnabas and Saul preached among the Gentiles, were the
careful never to go inside the synagogues of the Jews?

15
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INISTRY

F

January 1, 2012 First Sunday of Christmas
Festival of Lessons and Carols at Trinity

January 8, 2012 Baptism of Our Lord
Kathy Richards- Lector

Carol Tacke Worship Assistant

David Pearson Acolyte

Lou and Marcie Loffrede Ushers/Greeters
Christel JohnsorAltar Guild

January 15, 2012 Second Sunday after the Epiphar
Bob Beebe Lector

Nancy Beebe Worship Assistant

Ashley Ghent Acolytes

Lou and Marcie Loffrede Ushers/Greeters

Christel JohnsorAltar Guild

January 22, 2012 Third Sunday after the Epiphany
Volunteer- Lector

Lee NordstrommWorship Assistant

Sara Colla Acolytes

Volunteers- Ushers/Greeters

Christel JohnsorAltar Guild

January 29, 2012 Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
Fran Connelly Lector

Jean Olson Worship Assistant

Ross Plyley Acolytes

Lou and Marcie Loffrede Ushers/Greeters

Christel JohnsorAltar Guild

TheWorship & Music Committee will meet in on
Jj:a Wednesday, January 11t 7:00 PMin the Library

_c/]/;m Camp Calumet;

Cacammer= 'I_'he new Camp Ca_llumet brochure and registra-
tion forms are available on the table outside the
church office. Forms are also availablelme at
calumet.org

Quotable Quotes:

What the Christians sees is not greatness, but goodness; not happi-
ness, but holiness; not power, but purity; not feeling, but fact; npt
information, but wisdom.

~Michael Bauman

When I first open my eyes upon the morning meadows and look out
upon the beautiful world, | thank God | am alive.
~ Ralph Waldo Emerson

| love to think of nature as an unlimited broadcasting station,
through which God speaks to us every hour, if we will only tung
~ George Washington Carvef

n.

We must always speak of the efficacy of the ministry in such a man-
ner that the entire praise of the work may be reserved for God alone
~John Calvin

Holy Spirit, think through me till your ideas are my ideas.
~Amy Carmichael

Trying times are not the times to stop trying.
~Ray Owen

11



12

Calendar

Add

chil drenos

Sunday school times to 10:15.

choi

Calendar

rto

cal endar

a n
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